OFFICE oF THE GovERMOR
CommoNweaLTR 0F MASSACHUSETTS
State House « Boston, MA 02133
(817) 725-4000

CHARLES D. BAKER KARYN E. POLITO
GOVERNCAH LIEUTEMANT GOVERNDR

ORDER PERMITTING THE TEMPORARY CONDITIONAL DEFILRRAL OF
CERTAIN INSPECTTIONS OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, 1, Charles T), Baker, Governor of the Comunonwealth
of Massachusells, acling pursuant o the powers provided by Chapler 639 of the Acts of 1950
and Section 2A of Chapler |7 ol the General Taws, declared that there now exists in the
Commonwesllh of Massachusetts a state of emerrency due to the cuthreak of the 2019 novel
Coromavirug (“COVITI-19™;

WHEREAS, on Mareh 11, 20200, the COVIT-19 ouibreak was characterized as a
pandemic by the World Health Organivation;

WHEREAS, the number of presumplive positive and confinmed cases of COVID-19
conlinues (o Hsge m the Commonwealth. As of March 19, 2020, 328 cases of COVID-19 were
reporied by the Department of Public Health, with 12 of the 14 counties in the Commonwealth
impuacted;

WHEREASR, the Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the
Muassuchuseits Depariment of Tublic Health recomimend impienientation of community
miligation strafegies, including avoiding close personal contact with others and practicing social
distancing when outside of the home;

WHEREAS, ensuring the ability to engace in residential real catate transfors assures the
continued availability of housing stock in the Commonwealth, proteets an important component
of personal and family investment for our residents, and supports a critical component of the
Commonwealth’s private sector economy;

WHEREAS, {he continued well-being of those responsibie for the heakth, safety, and
welfare of the residents of the Commonwealth, particnlarty fire department personnel, 18 of
parantount Bnportance, and it is therefore necessary to minimize the risk of vancecssarly or
unknowingly expeosing any such individual to COVID-19, and the consequent riglk of subsequent
transmission to other frontline responders; and
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WHERILAS, Sections 7, 8, and BA of Chapter 6392 of the Acts of 1950 authorize the
Governor, during the effective period of g declared emergency, to exercise any and all authority
over persons and property necessary or expedient for mesting a state of emergency, incliding but
nol Ianited o anthority over the polichig, protection, and preservation of all private property by
the owner or parson in control thereod

NOW, THEREFOQRE, [ hereby order the following:

During he stule of emergency, any inspection of a dwelling, building, or structure that is
required by Sections 267 and 261°% of Chapter 148 of the General Laws may be deforred as a
coneition of a sale or transfer of said dwelling, building or structure. Swuch inspection may only
be delerred, however, provided that:

{a) the parties to the sale or transfer have agreed in writing that the buyer, not the seller,
shall be responsible for equipping the dwelling, building, or structure with approved
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms;

{b) the buyer aprees as a condiion of taking title Lo equip the dwelling, building, or
structere with approved smoke deteclors and carbom monoxide glarms immediately upon
taling title aceording to the provisions of 527 CMR 100, Chapter 13; and

{¢:) any mspection that would othervise be reguired by Sections 26F and 26774 of
Chapter 148 of the General Taws 1z conducted no more than 20 days after the state of
gmergency s fermingted; and provided further Bt the head of the fire department for the
municipality in which the dwelling, building, or structure is located shall ensure that such
inspection is conducted within the required pericd pursuant to the authority granted by
Rections 26F, 26F, and 2651 of Chuptlar 148,

This Order is cffective immediately and shall apply to any sale or transfor that occurs
while the Order is in effcet. "This Order shaif remain in cffect untit rescinded or until the state of
cimerpency is torminated, which cver happens first. Any such rescission or termination shall nol
mvalidate any inspection deferral that was apreed to pursuant to the terms of this Order during
the period in which this Order was in effect.

(ziven in Boston at f:é“ﬁ PM this 20th day of
March, two thousand and twenty
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CIHARLES D. BAKER
GOVERNOR

Commaonwealth of Massachusetts




